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Preface

The second International Conference on Water, Energy, Food and Sustainability
(ICoWEFS 2022), taking place in Portalegre (May 10-12, 2022), Portugal, aims to be
a major forum to foster innovation and exchange knowledge in the water-energy-food
nexus, embracing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations,
bringing together leading academics, researchers and industrial experts. The confer-
ence expects to foster networking and collaboration among participants to advance the
knowledge and identify major trends in the abovementioned fields.

The world is facing unprecedented challenges to mitigate climate change and adapt
to its negative impacts, affecting the global economy and society. Europe intends to
take the lead on the transition to sustainability, as a chief priority of Horizon Europe
is a European Green Deal to transform Europe in a climate-neutral continent, fostering
disruptive innovation and the deployment of new technologies and innovative solutions,
helping to create a sustainable future.

Innovation regarding water, energy, agri-food, bio-economy, natural resources and
environment will speed up the transition toward sustainability, promoting water and food
security in the world.

A climate-neutral continent by 2050 will drive technological, economic and societal
transformations toward circular economies and green and clean technologies and the
decarbonization of energy-intensive industries.

The conference will be a networking and collaboration among participants to advance
the knowledge and identify major trends in the fields mentioned above, even in an online
format according to the health rules.

We are grateful to the authors from 16 countries with their contribution of 55 papers
accepted to be presented at ICOWEFS 2022 and published by Springer Nature, to the
directors and staff of the Polytechnic of Portalegre and the Polytechnic of Leiria for their
support, to the research centers and sponsoring companies, to the members of the scien-
tific committee and external reviewers, keynote speakers and, finally, to the members of
the organization, who with redoubled efforts during a pandemic time managed to carry
out this conference.



Vi Preface

We hope that we can meet again at the next ICOWEFS Conference.

Paulo Brito
Jodo Galvao
Conference Chairs
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