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“Closer Together”: Using
digital storytelling to chart how )
Melbourne’s aging Irish "From the Great Famine, through to the mass demstaf the 1950s and the

community uses social media. |ost' generation of the 1980s, modern Irish higtdtas been marked by
Res Net Health 1, ss7. . . . . . .
emigration. Yet in contrast to past mass departihesavailability of new media
Received 10" February 2015 will ensure that the current generation will not‘lost’, when they can so easily
be tagged, tweeted, and skyped. However, the aasimsfor this “Generation
Skype” has seen older Irish immigrants largely rgao This paper will chart how
Corresponding Author: Irish people who moved to Melbourne before the labdity of digital
wburke@swin.edu.au technologies now make use of new media to connibttiwe Irish community in
Australia and back in Ireland.
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This paper is based on a larger research projedt ubes digital storytelling
techniques to allow older people, who are oftemndised as falling on the other
side of the digital divide, to reflect on their egment with new media.
Specifically, this paper will draw on surveys wdtlier forty older Irish people in
Melbourne and more than a dozen on-camera intesviehihe many topics
discussed by participants include: pre-digital camioations practices,
difficulties using new technologies, motivation f@dopting social media,
connection to Irish groups in Melbourne, and namgwmhe distance between
Ireland and Australia.

From these unique stories and experiences a piabr&elbourne’s Irish
community emerges, yet each across each accoustitha desire to connect a
community whose stories have all too often goneldtit
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